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NEW CENTER FOR NATURAL RESOURCES BOARD 
ELECTS MCDOWELL, PLANS SUPPORT FOR UM
MISSOULA, Mont.—
The Center for Natural Resources, a new, nonprofit corporation which will operate in 
coordination with and in support of University of Montana programs, was the topic of dis­
cussion as the Center's board of trustees elected officers and reviewed objectives at a 
meeting last week in Schafer’s Meadow of the Flathead National Forest.
The new Center, to be located in Missoula, is an outgrowth of two years of study and 
deliberation by UM faculty members and trustees of the UM Foundation. Among Center goals 
is to effect improvements in the utilization of natural resources, preservation of natural 
beauty, and the recreational potential of man's environment. Although operating completely 
separate from the University, the Center will assist UM in defining environmental problems 
and bringing them to the attention of the general public as early as possible.
Center planning has been made possible by $80,000 in grants and loans from public and 
private sources. Among these are a $30,000 planning grant from the National Science Found­
ation, approximately $30,000 from corporations and interested individuals, and loans and 
seed funds totaling approximately $20,000 from the UM Foundation. Planning for the Center 
has been assisted by scientists of universities throughout the Northern Rocky Mountain 
region in the U.S. and Canada, and of the Universities of Illinois, California and Washington.
Named president of the board was Joseph E. McDowell, who is chairman of the board of 
Servomation Corporation in New York City. A UM graduate and recipient of the Alumni 
Association's Distinguished Service Award, McDowell is former vice-president of the UM 
Foundation board and chairman of the Foundation's committee responsible for the planning 
and incorporation of the Center.
more
CNR MEETING--2--
Fred E. Burnet, executive vice president of Cominco Ltd. in Montreal, and a member of 
the UM Foundation board, was elected vice-president of the Center board. Appointed secretary 
treasurer was Thomas J. Collins, who is both director of the UM Foundation and director of 
Public Services for the University. Dean Arnold IV. Bolle of the UM School of Forestry will 
serve as acting director and as a trustee of the Center board. Other trustees are UM 
President Robert T. Pantzer and Robert C. Hendon, who is vice-president of Consolidated
Freightways, Alexandria, Va., UM Foundation board member, UM graduate and Distinguished 
Service Award recipient.
The Center board also voted to employ as consultant in the planning of the new organi­
zation, Dr. Wendell A. Mordy, former director of the Desert Research Institute and vice- 
chancellor of the University of Nevada System.
Mr. McDowell reported he intends to devote considerable time in the near future to 
assisting the development and funding of the new Center. "The problems to which the Center 
will address itself represent some of the most important ones facing mankind today," he said. 
They involve the impact of scijjj^e on society and on man's equilibrium with his environment. 
They involve planning for the growing population of the world so that we do not discover 
problems only after it is too late to deal effectively with them.
"They also involve changes arising from growing consumer needs and rising standards of 
living throughout the world," he continued. "Permanent environmental damage, unfortunately, 
is the price we have sometimes thoughtlessly paid for temporary economic benefits."
President Pantzer said the University views the Center for Natural Resources as a 
valuable agency in attracting funds from outside sources and adding strength to research 
programs, in providing broadened assistance to graduate students and faculty, and in enabling 
greater service to Montana in terms of industrial development as well as recreational and 
environmental improvement.
Dean Bolle, who will work in close association with the Center consultant, cited Dr.
Mordy's program at Desert Research Institute as one achieving an international reputation 
for excellence. Dr. Mordy headed the Institute from its inception in 1960 to its present 
day activity involving a staff of more than 150 scientists and technicians, and a $3.5 
million program.
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